When “Believe in God” is not enough
Ezra 4:1-5
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Main Text: Ezra 4:1-5
Description of people wanting to help them: 2 Kings 17:24-41
How God feels about us becoming like the world…
1 John 2:15-17 (NIV)
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man,
the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the
Father but from the world.
The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives
forever.
James 4:4 (NIV)
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred
toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy
of God.
Romans 12:2 (NIV)
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will
is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
How does God describe followers of His…
1 Peter 2:9-12 (NIV)
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful
desires, which war against your soul.
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.

What does God tells us to expect from the world?
Matthew 10:22 (NIV)
All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be
saved.
2 Timothy 3:12-17 (NIV)
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being
deceived.
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of,
because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you
have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.
Jesus leads by example and makes it clear was is involved in following Him
Luke 9:21-27 (NIV)
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone.
And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third
day be raised to life."
Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow me.
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will
save it.
What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very
self?
If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him
when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.
I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see
the kingdom of God."

